Friday 10th September 2021

Headteacher’s Weekly Review

Welcome back to school for the start of a new academic year. It has been more than three decades since I started teaching and still the start of term is an exciting one.

I know many of you continue to work through the holiday and so I hope you all managed to get a break of some description. Students haven been telling us tales of holidays in the UK as early summer plans changed because of COVID restrictions. Many also managed to visit relatives, some overseas for the first time since the COVID outbreak.

The hope this year is that we can operate as normal as possible - after school clubs, sports fixtures, visits and school concerts and productions - and also remain open to all year groups. We already have events in the calendar and you can see
these on the website and also in this weekly newsletter.

We are asking you as per government guidance to continue to test twice weekly and there is a separate letter with information and links to enable you to report your results and to guide you on what to do next if your child has a positive result.

Last night we welcomed Year 7 parents to our Information Evening and it really was lovely to have an audience in the
building again.

Over the summer we were able to celebrate with Year 11 and enjoy their Prom. They looked magnificent in their outfits
and it was a lovely, sunny and quite emotional evening as they and the staff celebrated together. It has been even lovelier to welcome so many of them back to join our Sixth Form!

We also enjoyed a wonderful Summer School. The hiccup of one positive case of COVID in our Year 7 to 8 group was
hugely disappointing for that child and a little unnerving for some others but we carried on and the new intake students
made themselves at home and enjoyed a fabulous day at Wellington College.

My thanks to Ms Sam Hunt, Deputy Headteacher for organising and all the staff who contributed so much to making the
event such a success.
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Exam results were different again this year and my thanks to Ms Jodie Evans our Exams Officer who navigated the process
so brilliantly and to Mr Justin Southwood, Deputy Headteacher for overseeing the process of evidence collation and subject guidance from start to finish.

We have also welcomed some new staff:
Miss Roop Birchall
Mr Aiden Church
Ms Tamsyn Dunton
Mr Thomas Franklin
Dr Lisa Holloway
Miss Amelia Lake
Miss Ellie Lund
Mr Joe Martin
Miss Jenna Masey
Miss Ellie Reeves
Ms Mona-Lisa Roberts

Teaching Assistant
IT Technician
Science
Science Technician
Science
Teaching Assistant
RE
Tri (IT)
Food Technician
Music and Drama
Computing – September 2021

We wish them all well and hope you will get to meet them soon.

My thanks to you all for your support and help so far and in anticipation of us working together throughout the year.
Have a lovely weekend.

Mrs Debbie Smith
Headteacher

Headteacher’s Award
Friday 10th September 2021

Oliver Anders 10Y2

Samuel Downing 9Y2
Danielle Hope 10Y2
Kacie Orriss 10B1
Shelby Toppin 10G2

James Collis 7Y1

The winner of this week’s Headteacher’s Award is:

James Collis

Wednesday 15th September

Year 10 Information Evening - 7:00pm (virtual)

Thursday 16th September

Year 6 Presentation Evening - 7:00pm

Friday 17th September

Year 10, 11 and 12 Art Visit to Kew Gardens

Monday 20th September

Year 11 PPEs begin

Wednesday 22nd September

Heritage Day Visit

Thursday 23rd September

Open Evening - 6:00pm to 8:00pm
School closes for students at 12.30pm

Friday 24th September

Sixth Form Food Group Visit to Borough Market

Monday 27th September

Year 13 Geography Visit to Snowdonia

Tuesday 28th, Wednesday 29th
and Thursday 30th September

Year 6 Tours by Appointment
8.50am and 9.50am sessions

Monday 4th October

Full Winter Uniform for all students—- no longer summer uniform

Thursday 7th October

Sixth Form Open Evening

Wednesday 13th October

Year 11 Geography Visit to Reading

Thursday 14th October

Year 11 Subject Evening (virtual)

Monday 18th October

House Tournaments Start

Wednesday 20th October

AP1 Distribution

Thursday 21st October

Year 10 Geography Visit to Reading
HALF TERM
Monday 25th - Friday 29th October

We were very excited during the summer holiday to welcome around 150 students from Years 7 and 8 to our Summer
School. As Covid had hindered many of the usual transition activities we arrange for students in Year 6, it was
wonderful to be able to welcome so many students who have subsequently joined us in Year 7.
The students spent an exciting day doing a range of team-building and problem solving activities at Wellington College
before spending 3 days working at our school with a number of our teachers who took time out of their holiday to teach
them.
A wonderful week was had by all!
Ms S Hunt

Every day: 2.50 - 3.50pm in PC4

All welcome!

A free maths learning league to boost maths confidence and win prizes!

Eedi has offered all Year 5 to Year 9 (ages 9 to 14) families free access to Eedi School League, a 100% free
maths learning league designed to motivate children to build maths confidence.
With the Eedi tutoring platform, students will get unlimited access to practice questions, review videos and the
chance of winning prizes for their commitment and consistency. You'll also get weekly reports from Eedi on
how they're doing.
Eedi is designed to feel more like a fun game rather than extra work. Your child will earn Streak points by
setting a Routine and sticking to their weekly learning.
Eedi will hold weekly competitions and prize draws to boost motivation and engagement, giving away real
prizes (from iPads to Amazon vouchers) for students and schools as they build their streak scores.
Families new to Eedi will also have a 7-day trial to their unlimited on-demand tutor plan, Eedi Plus, which usually
costs £4.99 / month (note that this is optional and complimentary, you don't need to pay or add payment
details to participate in the League)
To learn more, visit the official Eedi School League website. Signing up is easy and takes less than 5 minutes.

If you have questions on the invitation, please contact Eedi directly on family@eedi.com.

The Sandhurst Maths department will set your child a weekly maths task as their homework.
Please use this information to help ensure that your child is successful each week.

We look forward to another successful year with Hegarty Maths.
Please do contact your child’s maths teacher if you have any questions.
Miss E Irvine

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY
Year 7 Cooking & Nutrition practising their knife skills. They did a great job learning the claw grip and safe
knife handling. They will turn those chopped carrots into a soup in a future lesson.
Mrs Tudor

Once again the Food Technology Department is appealing for any container donations. So please if you have
any Celebrations, Heroes or Quality Street tins hanging around please feel free to declutter your house and donate them to school. We are also collecting plastic bottle tops for next year for an exciting new project, and
buttons!

Don’t forget to
bring an apron if
you’re cooking

Please continue to let us know if your son/daughter has an appointment meaning they will be late
for school, need to leave early or miss a lesson. This will enable us to annotate registers so

teachers are aware.
Please also remember to provide copies of your son/daughter’s appointment cards, letters, etc
before the appointment.

Phone or Email our Attendance Officer, Ms Marshall:
kmarshall@sandhurst.bracknell-forest.sch.uk

********

Please also continue to let us know if your son/daughter is self-isolating, being tested for COVID
and the result of that test.

Phone or Email Miss Read:
cread@sandhurst.bracknell-forest.sch.uk

Mental Health and Well-being
Advice and Guidance
For those of you new to our newsletter, I’m Miss Muddle. In addition to being a member of the Maths
department, I also work with the Heads of House and wider pastoral team. On a regular basis the newsletter is
a vehicle I use to provide information on social, emotional and mental health issues including guidance on
developing and maintaining positive well-being specifically for our young people.
This entry’s theme is: New Beginnings. I once heard somewhere that, aside from the 1st of January; the
beginning of September is the most common time of year for a person to embark on new goals and
resolutions. Presumably this is because, no matter how old we get, we are conditioned as students to see
September as a new beginning.
While it is always a good time to make positive changes in our lives rather than waiting for some ‘ideal’ date; I
encourage you and the Sandhurst community to consider what opportunity this new school year might
present to you.
There are known lifestyle choices that support our overall well-being and put us in a better position to cope
with the challenges we face. These are:
• Regular sleeping habits;
• Balanced diet (specifically eliminating processed foods, sugar and caffeine where possible);
• Regular exercise;
• Sunlight exposure;
• Nurturing social interactions; and
• Therapeutic activities (for relaxation; mindfulness or connecting to nature)
When considering these possible changes to your own personal lifestyle, there are a few things I’d like you to
keep in mind:

• It is not selfish to do something to look after your own health when others around us need our care. Like
the oxygen mask on a plane analogy; if we take time to care for ourselves we are in a better place to
serve others.

• Habits take time to develop and missing a day does not render all your efforts lost. I could write a whole
entry on the paradox of the negative self talk we often engage in while trying to develop habits that
benefit our mental health!
• A little is better than nothing and will always be time well spent

ACTIVATE LEARNING - FREE SATURDAY
CLUBS
For 13 – 16 year olds

To inspire and motivate - all courses are free and will start Saturday 2 October 2021
National Film and Media Club
National Fashion and Business Club
National Art and Design Club

