
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

26th February 2021 

 

Dear Student, 

 

Finally we have a date for our return to school.  I am looking forward to welcoming you back into school.  I know you have 

been joining your lessons online and so many of you have been simply outstanding in your attendance, effort and attitude.  

Others have struggled a bit more but getting back into school will help get everyone back on track. 

 

Your teachers are looking forward to having you back in the classroom too and I have had conversations with so many of 

them when they come in to be part of the rota in school and they have told me how much they miss you. 

 

As you know we have to organise to test all our students.  Your parents have a copy of the testing and return to school 

timetable and I know some of you will have been tested before and for some of you this is entirely new.  We are providing 

a timetable so we can test everyone but you will only be expected to take a test if you and your parents/carers give 

permission.  Ideally we want as many people to take the test as possible as it is one way the government believes we will 

be able to keep our school safe over the next few months.  There are some people who will not feel able to take the test.  

You will need to discuss with your parents what you are going to do.  I can reassure you we have been testing staff and 

students in school (Years 7 – 11) since January and it has been very simple.  It takes about 30 seconds from the time you 

go into the cubicle to carry out the test on yourself (no-one does this for you) to when you can leave the building.  There 

will be a bit of waiting around before the test, but you will be able to have a seat in the sports hall and have socially 

distanced chats to your friends. 

 

Your parents have the timetable for the tests and when you look at this you will see that year groups have been broken 

down into alphabetical groups by surname, and particular times given for tests to be carried out.  Please arrive at the sports 

hall car park and staff there will guide you in.  Please wear a mask.  You do not need to be accompanied by a parent and 

can make your own way to school. 

 

Some of you will be quite anxious about coming back to school at all – never mind the tests!  I expect that there are adults 

too – all around the country, who have got quite used to being at home for work who also feel a bit nervous about coming 

out of lockdown.  Who would have thought that we might be in a position where some people don’t want this to end.  I 

know most of you can’t wait for the freedom to be able to be out and about. 

 

It may surprise you but even your teachers and all staff in school, no matter how much they are looking forward to seeing 

you, will have that ‘butterflies in the tummy’ feeling, and many may be a bit nervous about coming back.  If I let you know 

a secret – I am also thinking a lot about coming back and I am very anxious to make sure it all goes really well.  I know it 

will but that doesn’t mean I will not be doing a lot of thinking and checking to make sure everything is going to be okay.  I 

think I will begin to relax on Wednesday, 10th March when you are all in school for the first time.  I will be even happier 

when the in-school testing is finished and we can be back to our new normal on Tuesday 16th March. 

 

You will know that you now need to wear masks – even in lessons (not PE) and I cannot stress enough how important this 

is.  There will be people who are medically exempt and of course we will all be understanding of this, as we were before 

Christmas. 

 

The first week is going to be disrupted by testing and, disappointingly for some of you, there will be no core PE lessons 

until Tuesday 16th March.  This is because we are using the gymnasium as our testing centre and your PE teachers are 
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assisting full-time with the testing process.  They will be the friendly faces who welcome you when you go in to do your 

test. 

 

When you return it is Week B and you should arrive in uniform to lesson one for registration between 8.20 and 8.40 as you 

did before Christmas. 

 

 

Year 11 / 12 / 13  - Monday 8th March 

 

Year 9 and 10  - Tuesday 9th March 

 

Year 7 and 8  - Wednesday 10th March 

 

 

This means that on Monday 8th March we will only have Years 11/12/13 in school.  They will be joined on Tuesday 9th by 

Years 9 and 10 and then finally everyone will be in on Wednesday 10th March when Years 7 and 8 come back. 

 

The one way system is still in place and the timetable will run as it has done all school year. 

 

There is a lot in the news about how far behind all our children in this country are.  This virus and the ongoing lockdown 

has affected us all in different ways, but your future is not at risk because of the year you have just lived through. 

 

Your future is not decided yet.  Yes, of course those of you who have been able put lots of effort into joining in lessons will 

be more confident but we can help those of you who struggled with this. 

 

Your future is to some extent in your hands, but you don’t have to go it alone as it is the job of adults to help out.  Just 

remember, you are stronger than you think.  You don’t need to be perfect – ever!  Your kindness, support and friendship 

could make a world of difference to someone coming back into school who is a bit nervous.  You don’t have to conquer 

the world all at once – one day at a time is fine and small steps if needs be. 

 

I can’t wait to see you – you can do this and together we can do so much more.  I know I, and all staff in school, will get 

strength and courage from all of you. 

 

Looking forward to seeing you in person – every single one of you. 

 

With love to you and your families. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs D Smith 
Headteacher 


