
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

26th February 2021 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Re:  Testing and Consent Form 

 

Here is the detail of next week’s appointment slots for the assisted lateral flow testing that we have been asked to carry 

out as part of the return to school nationally for all secondary students. 

 

The students are to be tested 3 times in school over a 2 week period and then once at home.  The government’s rationale 

behind 4 tests in the first two weeks is to try to ensure that anyone who has contracted the virus will be picked up, ideally 

in a first test, but if the viral load is still low then in the subsequent tests.  The process of testing in school adheres to very 

strict guidance and all staff involved have completed the training requirements.  This is why the government wants the first 

three tests to be assisted, ie in school, and then the students will be confident to carry out the tests at home – both for the 

4th test and the twice weekly testing the government is putting in place.  I will be attending online training on 5th March to 

find out more information about the home testing regime that is expected to begin from Monday 22nd March. 

 

There were several online training sessions and seminars for staff over Christmas to enable us to begin testing in January.  

In all honesty it seemed a ridiculous idea that we were now expected to be taking on roles of test assistants and processors, 

but nevertheless, we have successfully carried out mass testing twice a week for staff and once a week for those students 

in school since the first week in January.  What we had anticipated as being potentially arduous has, in fact, been quite 

straightforward.  Don’t get me wrong, this is still a big ask of all concerned, but the skill, professionalism and care shown 

by the staff involved and the great spirit, mutual support and matter of fact approach by the students has made the testing 

run very smoothly. 

 

I know some of you are concerned about the testing.  Some are, for a variety of reasons, opposed, some of you are 

concerned that students/parents who do not consent will be putting others at risk.  Some of you or your children are anxious 

but want a test and most are quite relaxed about the whole process. 

 

Whilst testing is not compulsory, I do encourage as many as possible to consent to the test as this will potentially keep our 

school and community as safe as possible.  It is important to emphasise that no-one can or will be forced to take a test.  

This can only be done by consent.  Parents need to give consent for their child to take a test and the child themselves 

must also consent at the time of the test. 

 

The students will be carrying out the test on themselves.  They have staff who will explain the procedure and provide 

encouragement and support and answer questions.  Staff will not be carrying out the test on students.  Students will be in 

an individual semi enclosed cubicle and the space is private and so the whole year group won’t be able to watch! 

 

To reiterate, we have been successfully, safely and calmly carrying these tests out since the first week in January and 

despite the pressure of large numbers, I am confident this will be the same over the next two weeks when we invite all 

students in to be tested. 

 

Cont./… 
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Testing is by consent only and the consent form can be found HERE.  We are asking everyone to reply to this by .  This is 

the case even if you gave consent over the Christmas break.  We would also ask you to complete the form if you are 

declining consent.  This will allow us to make sure we contact anyone without a completed form just in case messages 

have not got to them.  We will not test any student without consent. 

 

Students who have tested positive in the last 90 days are not required to have a test.  You will be sent an invite but please 

decline the test. 

 

For the first wave of mass testing planned before lockdown students needed to use their mobile phones to register.  This 

is no longer the case.  This time test results will be sent to the phone number or e-mail on the consent form.  In the event 

of a positive test for your child we will contact you by phone call and then your child and the household will be required to 

isolate for 10 days. 

 

From Monday 8th March we will, in the event of a positive result, contact all close contacts by text as we did before 

Christmas.  All close contacts will have to isolate for 10 days, but others in the household will not. 

 

Face coverings indoors are also now compulsory and this includes in lessons.  As before, if you could provide your child 

with a mask (and a spare) and hand sanitiser for their own use, that would be appreciated.  Similarly all students should 

have their own equipment for lessons, reducing the need to lend equipment such as pens, pencils, etc. 

 

We have been delighted to be able to provide so many of our priority access students with a place in school over the past 

half term.  We will continue with this provision, but ask that students only attend if essential.  This is because staffing will 

be difficult whilst the testing is carried out.  I have written separately to those for whom this applies. 

 

Staff will continue to register students for lessons from Wednesday 5th March and will provide online lessons but this is 

likely to be disrupted by the testing regime.  Next week students will not have lessons on the day their year group is coming 

to school to have their test.  On this day, students should check their Google Classrooms to see if there is any outstanding 

work that they need to complete. 

 

The following week, Year 11 will be in school for lessons from Monday 8th March and for the rest of the week.  Year 9 

and 10 will return to school for lessons on Tuesday 9th March and finally we will welcome Years 7 and 8 on Wednesday 

10th March. 

 

Traditionally students would be issued with their end of term 2 report on the 31st March.  However, with the return to school 

taking place effectively midway through half term it leaves just two weeks for teachers to assess students.  This is not 

enough time to accurately assess where a student is at, especially after such a long period of remote learning and could 

do more harm than good.  Therefore, this report will be postponed, an update for this report will be published after Easter. 

 

It is of course still a national lockdown and so secondary students should not travel to school in groups whether same or 

mixed year.  Only household groups or childcare support bubbles should be travelling together.  The bus companies have 

been informed of the return dates for all students and will be running from Monday 8th March.  One student may walk to 

school with another if socially distanced.  Students should return straight home at the end of the day. 

 

It is exciting to be putting our plans for return in place and we are looking forward to welcoming all students back into 

school.  I have also written to all students and copied this to you.  The timetable for testing is attached.   

 

I ask for everyone’s support in helping to make this as safe as possible. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Mrs D Smith 
Headteacher 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd9p_tZxMHtBiyl0-71QAZUh11GEQCGzFTj5uHLv0vzqrtWBg/viewform

