
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19th January 2021 

 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Re: Year 11 Examinations 
 
With so much happening in the media I thought it helpful to summarise the position regarding this summer’s examinations. 

 

Currently there has been a proposal by Ofqual and the Department for Education as to how to manage examinations this 

year.  This proposal is open to schools, parents and students (link to consultation) and will end on the 29th January 

2021.  I suspect that schools will formally be told the outcome by the end of February. 

 

Within the proposal there are some very clear expectations that I doubt will change.  It is these expectations that I wish to 

share with you as it helps to ensure our students are in the best position to secure the very best grades possible. 

 

• The proposal expects students to complete the courses they are currently studying.  It is likely that grades will be 

hindered if a student does not complete the course they are working towards.  It is therefore essential that students 

continue to engage with remote learning and attend the lessons.  

 

• Grades will be based on a range of evidence, exams, assessments, homework and classwork.  This means when 

a student is given a task to do by their teacher it is important that this is done to their best ability. 

 

• It is likely that schools will ask students to sit exam board assessments.  These will essentially be teacher marked 

tests that support the teacher when proposing a student's grade. These assessments are likely to have content 

from across the entire course, therefore students will need to complete the course. 

 

• Teachers are not going to be asked to submit a grade until late May/June.  Traditionally students have worked 

their hardest in their last term, often their grade can improve significantly between their mock result and their 

actual grade in the summer.  By not asking teachers to submit a grade until this time means students have the 

opportunity to make a real difference to their grade.  

 

I am sure that you and your children will have views about how qualifications should be awarded this year and I would 

encourage you to participate in the consultation process and make sure that your voices are heard. 

 

I appreciate this is a stressful time and you may have questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me if there is anything 

you would like to ask.  I will of course keep you updated with the latest information as soon as we know more. 

 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Justin Southwood 
Deputy Headteacher 
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 Debbie Smith B.Ed, NPQH 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/consultation-on-how-gcse-as-and-a-level-grades-should-be-awarded-in-summer-2021

