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Headteacherõs Weekly Review 

We have made it!  Albeit limping over the finish line rather than sprinting through with hands raised triumphantly.  

Support from parents, the tenacity and resilience of staff and the daily contact with our fantastic students all 

made this term much more enjoyable, in the current circumstances, than anyone could have predicted.  

 

Year 7, as they approach the end of their first term in secondary school, seem to have taken everything in their 

stride.  I canõt wait for them to see the school without scaffolding, one way stickers and Heras fencing. 

 

We are saying a couple of ôgoodbyesõ this term.  Firstly to Mr Peter Agnew who has been teaching geography 

here since July 2017.  Mr Agnew finished his degree at Queens University in Belfast and then moved to Reading 

to do his PGCE.  We were so sure of his talent that we appointed him in January for a July start.  We didnõt want 

anyone else to steal him from us!  

 

Mr Agnew is returning to Belfast and is intending to continue teaching, although principally he will continue to 

teach music.  He is highly qualified in Cello and Piano and voice and has pupils, now thanks to the explosion of 

remote learning, all around the world!  

 

We wish him all the very best.  

 

Secondly, we would like to wish Mrs Veronica Medhurst all the very best as she retires after 22 years of loyal 

service to our school.  

 

Mrs Medhurst was originally going to retire in the Summer, but agreed to remain here to help us settle into the 

new year.  We are very grateful that she did.  
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It will be very strange not having Mrs Medhurst here and in her time as a Teaching Assistant she has had an 

incredible impact on the lives of so many children and their families.  

 

Mrs Medhurstõs children attended Sandhurst and she has been essential to our school community and the local 

community.  

 

In addition to her role as an HLTA, she has been a tutor, a scribe in exams and has run our breakfast club for 

years.  Her contribution to the school, itõs ethos and staff morale and well-being is and always has been 

fantastic.  

 

We are not saying a final goodbye as Mrs Medhurst will be supporting Year 11 students through exams over the 

next few months.  

 

Mrs Medhurstõs loyalty to our school has always meant a great deal to me personally and she is a great friend 

and shee leaves a great gap we will struggle to fill.  

 

We are also wishing Mrs Lovejoy all the very best as she begins her maternity leave and look forward to hearing 

the news of the Lovejoy baby early in the New Year.  

 

We have a new member of staff joining the Geography Department who will be replacing Mr Agnew and I 

know everyone will give a warm welcome to Miss Brainwood who starts on the Inset Day in January.  

 

I suspect that January will be a bumpy ride regarding Covid and the announcement that testing will be 

available in schools is welcomed.  The plan for how, who, where was shared by the DfE last night.  The first of the 

training is on Friday afternoon.  By January we will be expected to have a team of 9 staff (existing staff) with 

different roles able to test 100 students in 3 hours.  We also need a room (with a non -porous floor and plenty of 

ventilation) that is used for nothing else so we can set up our testing bays.  When I have more information and a 

plan, I will share it with you.  

 

We have had a lovely non ðuniform day in school and we gathered virtually to share our celebration PowerPoint.  

There are lots of photographs and mentions of students on there and although, because of photo sharing  
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permissions, we are not able to share all of these with parents, we have included many of the items from the 

PowerPoint in the newsletter.  

 

We usually have a Skype call with Rwanda, but this year they have sent a video LINK 

 

There are also links to a couple of festive offerings below.  I hope you enjoy them - all filmed in a socially 

distanced manner.  

 

I want to thank everyone, staff, students, parents and governors, for their help and support this term and I wish 

you all a Merry Christmas and all the best for a better year to come.  Happy 2021.  

 

Debbie Smith  

Headteacher  

Please click here to watch the Tech Departmentõs 

Christmas Repair Shop   

 

and here to watch the Staff Christmas Song  

https://youtu.be/c66eMPIVtmo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aqGIHh3sDuM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ZPT7RGlgaQ&feature=youtu.be


Headteacherôs  Award 

The nominations for this weekôs Headteacherôs award are:  
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The winner is:   Korey Williams  
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of the week is... 

Ms McGeever  

Thank you to everyone who sent a message for a staff member - 

these have been passed on to those recipients.  

 

If you would like to nominate a staff member this week, please   

CLICK HERE 

For continuing to make lessons fun even whilst we've 

had to work online!!  

She is my brothers tutor and he said sheôs a 
legend. 

https://forms.gle/VUyahjm2yWzQfJba6



