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Christmas is my favourite time - well at least until we get to May and June when my garden looks at itõs best 

or until summer when temperatures soar.  

 

I go all out on the decoration front.  When we moved house a couple of years ago and began adding a 

floor to our bungalow and therefore removing the loft storage space, an emergency discussion was required 

with the builder about where I could eventually store my Christmas decorations.  

 

I am hoping that this weekend I can start unpacking the boxes and enjoy the mild adrenaline rush (I get the 

same feeling walking into John Lewis in Reading!) as I rediscover the baubles and other decorations all over 

again.  They remind me of our family Christmases over the past 30 odd years and of my mum and dad.  My 

sister and I now have decorations that belonged to them and they are especially precious.  

 

My daughter, she of the black nails and black Doc Martens, seemed to rebel against my Christmas obsession 

and barely put up a piece of tinsel when she moved into her own flat.  

 

Now with two four year olds, their tree has been up since November!  I have been able to use stealth tactics 

to get decorations into the house - buying them and leaving them for the girls when they come to our house 

on a Monday to be looked after by Grandpa.  They then Facetime us to show the new baubles proudly 

hanging from their tree.  The joy is immense and this year for the first time they are really aware and excitedly 

open their advent calendars to check the number inside.  

 

Cont./...  



 

So carried away was I with their growing love for Christmas that I checked to see if there were tickets to 

Lapland UK still available.  I know some had been returned as people in Tier 3 areas were not allowed in  

(I wanted 4 tickets, 2 for the girls and 2 for their mum and dad).  I found some on a weekend - Ã140é... and as I 

was telling my husband, he gasped (he does that in money conversations) wondering if Iõd bought them.  I 

then added the word EACH (yes, £140 per person!)  

   

He nearly passed out and after enough of a dramatic pause I confirmed I had not.  My daughter was relieved 

as the pressure to have a really great time would be tremendous!  

 

My weekends have been a bit taken up with coronavirus and this has made Christmas preparations more 

difficult.  Iõm not complaining, but last weekend it was exacerbated by a fall - I missed the last step in the 

middle of the night.  I had been saying I ôfell down the stairsõ, but my son said you could only say that if you fell 

down more than one.  Neither a gracious nor pretty landing going from vertical to horizontal and whilst I could 

move around the next day it wasnõt easy and so I didnõt get out in the way I had hoped.  This meant I didnõt 

get out to buy bits and pieces for my eldest to post his parcel to Japan.  Yesterday I asked my husband to post 

a very last minute, cobbled together parcel and off he went saving the day with the instruction to pay for the 

fastest postal option - £78.00 later, barely recovered from the Lapland near miss, he had to lie down in a 

darkened room for a while!  

 

The other downside of coronavirus was having to cancel a hair appointment!  No other woman on the planet 

has done this but I did not feel I could make calls whilst sat in my lovely hairdresserõs chair.  Her business would 

have closed overnight!  

 

I have tried hard not to make coronavirus the entire focus of this weeks news and certainly donõt want to 

appear glib.  The potential of all this to become overwhelming is very real for all of us.  

 

My thoughts this weekend are with those of you who are unwell with symptoms of the virus and to those who 

are isolating and missing work, birthdays and so on.  

 

Headteacher  



 

There are concerns nationally that not all those asked to isolate are doing so and I want to let you know that 

over the next week and moving forward into the New Year that the Bracknell Forest Response Team will be 

carrying out welfare checks on individuals and families.  They wonõt check on all families but they will check on 

a random sample - to both make sure you are well and that you are following the rules of social isolation.  

 

Please take care and, as always, my thanks to you all.  

 

Debbie Smith  

Headteacher  



Headteacherôs  Award 

The nominations for this weekôs Headteacherôs award are:  

Friday 11th December 2020 

The winner is:   Callum Whitehead  
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of the week is... 

Ms Bledsoe  

Thank you to everyone who sent a message for a staff member - 

these have been passed on to those recipients.  

 

If you would like to nominate a staff member this week, please   

CLICK HERE 

I am extremely grateful to Miss Bledsoe for the 

kindness, compassion and care that she showed my 

son this week. She took the time to support him after a 

very challenging and upsetting few days, and then 

called me to update me after school. She then took the 

time to liaise with the Sen team and call me a further 2 

times that day to advise on next steps. Her care and 

attention to individual students shone through, and her 

action will I think immediately improve my sonôs 

experience at Sandhurst.  

https://forms.gle/VUyahjm2yWzQfJba6



