
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18th December 2020 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

You will be aware from the newsletter sent yesterday and news reports overnight and today that the government is in the 

process of making changes to the start of term in January. 

 

Across the country, Secondary Schools are being asked to set up testing bays to identify and reduce the spread of 

Coronavirus. 

 

The full guidance from the DfE is not yet available and we expect this next week.  I will be joining initial online training this 

afternoon. 

 

I wanted to share with you the arrangements we have made in line with the guidance so far and, although they are 

incomplete arrangements, they will help you plan for January. 

 

We will continue to have an Inset Day on 4th January 2021 and will now use this to prepare for testing and hopefully to 

test staff. 

 

Year 11, 12 and 13 students will return to school on 5th January.  We hope to be able to complete the testing of these 

students on this day and will organise consent forms and other details relating to testing when we have them. 

 

Students in all other years will return to school on Monday 11th January for face to face teaching and remaining at home 

from 5th to 8th January and will be asked to follow their normal timetable so they can join in live lessons delivered by their 

teachers.  Class teachers will be taking registers and sharing attendance with you via ClassCharts. 

 

We will contact Year 10 Sports Science students regarding arrangements for them to come into school in the first week 

because they have an external exam on the 11th January 2021. 

 

I am very aware of the short notice this gives you.  We will be able to make provision for vulnerable students including 

those with EHCPs and the children of critical workers.  Please read the guidance attached and complete this form if your 

child is in one of these categories.  I am sorry but we are not able to provide childcare in any other circumstances.  We will 

also be able to provide access to vouchers in lieu of free school meals and will contact those eligible in January. 

 

The idea to test secondary school students and staff is a good one.  The government plan needs some more detail and I 

will share these as soon as I have the information.  Some of the finer details may not be available until January. 

 

Many thanks, once again for your support and we will do all we can to help everyone return safely to school. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Mrs D Smith 

Headteacher 

  

Owlsmoor Road, Owlsmoor, Sandhurst, Berkshire GU47 0SD 

Tel: (01344)775678 

  Website: www.sandhurst.bracknell-forest.sch.uk 

  E-mail: contactus@sandhurst.bracknell-forest.sch.uk 

 

Headteacher 

 Debbie Smith B.Ed, NPQH 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd83hcAJBm2EDMzHFM311LCNv5A7aYGJmdcHB5F0jkBMCFDwQ/viewform


 
 

 

 

 
Schools with secondary-age pupils 

Schools with secondary-age pupils are encouraged to prepare for a phased start back to planned on-site provision in the 

first week of term to allow for these pupils to be tested ahead of normal schooling resuming. 

This should involve: 

• full-time on-site provision from the first day of term for all vulnerable children, the children of critical workers and pupils 

in exam year groups (primarily years 11 and 13) 

• as many secondary-age pupils and staff as possible being offered 2 lateral flow device tests, starting in the week 

commencing 4 January, prioritising staff, vulnerable children, the children of critical workers and pupils in years 11 and 

13 

• remote education being provided for all other pupils when they are at home, and in line with local tier restrictions 

• all pupils back in school for face-to-face education on 11 January 

 

Pupils prioritised for on-site provision should be kept in consistent bubbles in the week commencing 4 January whilst they 

await test results. Outside of school, they should continue to adhere to local tier restrictions. 

All specialist settings and alternative provision schools or settings should plan for full-time on-site provision for all pupils 

from the start of term. Those with secondary-age children are encouraged to take up the offer to test their pupils. 

Vulnerable children and young people include those who: 

• are assessed as being in need under section 17 of the Children Act 1989, including children and young people who 

have a child in need plan, a child protection plan or who are a looked-after child 

• have an education, health and care (EHC) plan 

• have been identified as otherwise vulnerable by educational providers or local authorities (including children’s social 

care services), and who could therefore benefit from continued full-time attendance, this might include: 

• children and young people on the edge of receiving support from children’s social care services or in the process 

of being referred to children’s services 

• adopted children or children on a special guardianship order 

• those at risk of becoming NEET (‘not in employment, education or training’) 

• those living in temporary accommodation 

• those who are young carers 

• those who may have difficulty engaging with remote education at home (for example, due to a lack of devices or 

quiet space to study) 

• care leavers 

• other children and young people at the provider and local authority’s discretion including pupils who need to attend 

to receive support or manage risks to their mental health 

Schools choosing not to take up this offer of asymptomatic testing should provide on-site provision for vulnerable children, 

the children of critical workers and pupils in years 11 and 13 in the week commencing 4 January and provide remote 

education for all other pupils. Full on-site provision should recommence on 11 January. 

All schools should continue to undertake risk assessments and implement the system of controls set out in the actions for 

schools during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. These measures provide a framework for school leaders to put in 

place proportionate protective measures for pupils and staff. If schools follow the guidance and maximise control measures, 

they can be confident they are managing risk effectively. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-restriction-tiers-what-you-need-to-know
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-restriction-tiers-what-you-need-to-know
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools#soc

