
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7th December 2020 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

 

So far today we have received no additional notifications of confirmed cases.  Fifty two students identified as close contacts 

of the confirmed cases in Year 10 have been asked to isolate for 14 days since their last contact with those who tested 

positive. 

 

Bearing in mind the knowledge I have regarding the spread in Year 11 and the impact asking some to return on Tuesday 

and Wednesday last week had on the number of cases, I have decided to ask all Year 10 to work from home until the end 

of term, logging into their lessons and following their normal timetable.  Their teachers will welcome them to the lesson and 

take a register.  You will be notified if they do not register for any lessons.  Only those identified as close contacts need to 

self-isolate. 

 

We are due to welcome Year 11 back into school from Monday 14th December and I will continue to monitor the situation 

in Year 11 and will likely decide to extend the home learning for Year 11 students.  Most are in a routine now and as much 

as we would love to have them all physically in the building, I am erring towards the decision to ask them to work from 

home.  We would enable those students from Year 11 who require to be in school because they are vulnerable, are the 

children of key workers or have an EHCP, to come in. 

 

I appreciate that anxiety is heightened for many because of Christmas.  I am very sure more children would be in school if 

it was mid-January and people were not worried about seeing some relatives for the first time since March.  I do understand 

people’s anxieties. 

 

The government wants schools to remain open and so do I.  For this reason, we will continue to open to Key Stage 3 and 

5 students.  I know many of you have chosen, because of family member vulnerabilities, to keep your children in Years 7-

9 at home.  We are sharing the link with you so that if your child is at home they can access work set for Key Stage 3. 

 

I am mindful that for many of you, the concern for you, as parents, is having to isolate because one of your children has 

tested positive, is significant.  Most of you need to be at work.  I know some of you have lost jobs or will be on contracts 

that don’t provide sick pay and you may not have accrued or be entitled to holidays to cover the isolation.  Financially for 

some, this is really worrying. 

 

In the last two weeks therefore as we head towards Christmas, we will continue to open as normal for Years 7-9 and Sixth 

Form.  Any students in Key Stage 3 who remain at home can access work through the remote learning code that is being 

sent with this letter.  Sixth Form students who are not in school should join live lessons and follow their normal timetable. 

 

If we get cases in the younger year groups I will revisit this decision. 

 

In any event, the school will be unlikely to close altogether – even if other or all year groups were to be asked to participate 

in online learning.  This would mean children at home logging into Google Classroom and following online learning and 

their normal timetable of lessons. 

 

If the scenario develops that we shut to all year groups, we will remain open for students who are vulnerable, ie those 

managing challenging situations at home, children of key workers, those with EHCPs and those who need to access IT.  

We do not anticipate this potential number to be very high and so it would be our hope to supervise year groups in bubbles 

and enable those students to socially distance. 
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If this is the situation we get to, it would not be my intention to turn any children away from accessing this support and 

should you need to discuss this with me because you are concerned you don’t meet the criteria, I will be happy to do so. 

 

From tomorrow Year 10 and 11 will work online following normal timetabled lessons.  I will contact Year 11 parents later 

in the week regarding any decisions for next week. 

 

Years 7-9 continue to come into school as normal.  Any students who are not in are to use remote learning codes to access 

work.  There is a separate letter containing the codes. 

 

Sixth Form to come in as normal or, if there is a need to isolate, access online lessons. 

 

It is disappointing not to be able to have all students in for the last two weeks, but the decisions I have made and will 

continue to make have not been made lightly.  I know they will be welcomed by some and not by others.  My intention is 

to keep our students, my staff and all families as safe as possible at this time. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
 

Mrs D Smith 

Headteacher 


