
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

24th November 2020 
 
 
Dear Student/Parent/Carer 
 
Re: Year 13 Future Progression 
 
I am writing to keep you up-to-date with the progress that is being made, in year 13, towards future progression routes 

from September 2021.  As I am sure you are aware, the situation facing students leaving Sixth Form next year is likely to 

be more challenging than in previous years.  As a result, it is essential that we do not leave moving on beyond Sixth Form 

to chance. 

 

In my experience, students who have a goal to work towards and an idea of the type of working life that they would like to 

achieve, are the most successful in reaching their potential as we move towards the summer examinations.  Since 

September, we have been working hard to ensure that all students in year 13 are fully aware of the options that they have 

available and encouraging them to consider these with family, friends and teaching staff.  There are a number of pathways 

that are available: 

 

University and further education applications 

 

If a student has even a faint idea about studying further at a college or university, I would strongly recommend applying for 

courses for September 2021.  All students in year 13 are completing the UCAS process regardless of their future plans as 

it is the best format for gathering all educational achievements, subject and tutor references and the student’s personal 

statement.  The cost of applying to five establishments is £26.00 which is payable at the time of application submission.  If 

an application is made and over the next few months and you decide to alter your course choices, this is usually achievable 

within the establishments that have been applied to.  Having completed the UCAS process also makes a student eligible 

for ‘clearing’ in August, when all courses that are not full are made available.  A student is also able to defer by a year, in 

many cases, if they are unsure about taking up the place in 2021.  Having an offer from a further education establishment 

is a real ‘boost’ and provides a goal to achieve. 

 

The deadline for all UCAS applications is 15th January 2021.  However, we have asked that students have made their 

applications prior to the end of this term to enable personal statements to be thoroughly checked and references to be 

‘tailored’ to the courses being applied for. 

 

Apprenticeships 

 

Applying for an apprenticeship is an ongoing process as deadlines differ depending on the company offering 

positions.  These are competitive, perhaps more so now, due to the impacts of the coronavirus pandemic.  Having said 

that, they are still being advertised and it is important that if a student favours this route, that they are actively looking for 

opportunities.  The following weblink https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship is a good starting point and allows students 

to enter the type of apprenticeship that they are interested in and a geographical location.  In addition to this, it is advisable 

to research individual companies locally or nationally to explore opportunities, as well as speaking to friends and family.  We 

will ensure that personal statements and references are geared towards the type of apprenticeship being applied for. 

 

Employment 

 

Some students will be looking to go straight into full time work.  It is advisable to keep abreast of the opportunities that 

arise over the coming months.  Having a personal statement completed is essential here too, along with our references.   
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Mrs Nicholls, our Work-Related Learning Coordinator regularly posts information about on-line courses, apprenticeship 

vacancies and job opportunities on the Year 13 Google Classroom, and is a great source of independent advice and 

guidance for the students.  She is available from Tuesday to Thursday in school, and will happily make appointments to 

see Year 13 students should they wish to.  In addition to this, Claire Thomas from Adviza is based in Sandhurst School 

every Wednesday and students are able to make appointments through me, their tutor or Mrs Nicholls.  Parents and carers 

are very welcome to attend these meetings.  All Year 13 students have also been issued with an ‘Apply’ booklet, which is 

a fantastic resource covering all options for moving on.  They now have this at home for reference and it is well worth 

looking through this together. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your support with future planning for your son/daughter, and helping to 

ensure a smooth transition beyond Sixth Form next year.  Please do not hesitate to contact me, Mrs Reeves, Mrs 

Hawksworth or Mrs Nicholls should you have any questions regarding progression routes. 

 
Yours sincerely   

 
 
 

 
Mr N Marshall 
Post 16 Learning Manager 

 


