
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
8th September 2020 

 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 

Re: Year 11 - Welcome back 

 

As Year 11 return to school and we look to rebuild the “new normal”, I imagine students will be wondering what their last 

year of school will be like.  I would imagine as parents/carers you will also have concerns about what the future might 

hold.  We are very aware of the importance of students returning to school and the need to support our students 

academically.  However, to achieve students need to feel safe and supported, and that their mental well being is important 

if they are to thrive. 

 

I appreciate that students may be anxious about returning to school.  They may be concerned about falling behind with 

work they have missed.  They may be worried there is not enough time to get ready for exams.  Or, they may be concerned 

about rebuilding relationships.  However, many steps have been taken to support students. 

 

Exam boards have reduced what needs to be taught for many subjects, they have simplified the curriculum and reduced 

some compulsory elements.  This has freed up lessons, providing teachers with the time to both recap on key ideas and 

deliver lessons without needing to rush. 

 

We have taken the decision for Year 11 not to sit their traditional Pre Public Exams (PPE) Mocks in November.  Instead, 

students will be sitting formal exams in class, week beginning 21st September 2020.  By doing this teacher can quickly 

establish where support is needed.  We have planned for Year 11 to sit a second formal PPE in the Sports Hall during the 

week beginning 25th January 2021.  This will ensure we provide students with the opportunity to experience formal exams 

before they sit their final exams later in the year. 

 

Whilst some students may we consider dropping a subject to reduce anxiety, in our experience, this rarely provides longer-

term peace of mind.  Often supporting the student, extending deadlines and providing guidance helps the student to regain 

confidence. 

 

I hope both yourself and your son/daughter are reassured that we have taken steps as a school to ensure that our students 

can achieve their very best.  It’s important to us students are able to thrive socially and succeed academically.  In this way, 

students will be able to secure their next steps after Year 11. 

 

If you have any questions or concerns please don’t hesitate to contact us. 

 

Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mr J Southwood 
Deputy Headteacher 

 

Owlsmoor Road, Owlsmoor, Sandhurst, Berkshire GU47 0SD 

Tel: (01344)775678 

  Website: www.sandhurst.bracknell-forest.sch.uk 

  E-mail: contactus@sandhurst.bracknell-forest.sch.uk 

 

Headteacher 

 Debbie Smith B.Ed, NPQH 


