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The Options Process 
 
 
All students must study English Language, English Literature, maths and science. Students will also need to study 
either geography, history, computer science, German, Spanish, French or triple science. In addition, the students 
will need to select a further three option subjects that they wish to study in KS4 in order of preference. They 
must also select a couple of reserve subjects, as these may be used where it is not possible to offer the students 
all of their first choices.  

 
The option blocks are based on student choices and are designed to accommodate as many students' first 
choices as possible. If a student changes his/her mind after Friday 31st January 2020, there will be a reduced 
chance of accommodating their new request. This is because the option blocks will have already been created.  
 

 
Key Dates 

 
Wednesday 20th November 2019    Student options assembly 

Thursday 21st November 2019  7pm  Parents Information Evening 

Monday 25th November 2019          KS4 only subjects student assembly 

Thursday 16th January 2020     Year 9 Subject Evening 

Monday 20th January 2020     Options window opens  

Friday 31st January 2020     Options window closes 

     

 
These dates are for students and parents. However, if you feel you need some further guidance then please 
contact Mr Dexter at school and he will arrange any help or support that is required. 

We will hold individual appointments with students and parents as appropriate, in order to resolve any issues 
and concerns. We believe this is the correct academic path for the majority of our students. However, we do 
acknowledge that for a minority of our students, not all of these subjects may be appropriate. We will be in 
contact with you following the information evening if we feel this is the case for your son/daughter. If 
however, you are not contacted after the evening and are concerned about the impact these choices may 
have on your son/daughter, please contact Mr Dexter. 
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Qualifications 

 
Currently there are two main types of qualifications available to students when they start KS4. A GCSE is awarded 
at grades 9 to 1. These courses have a high percentage of assessment as final examinations; a minority of 
subjects will retain some controlled assessment that is completed in school.  
 
The qualifications that are not GCSEs are different, in that they are mainly based on a portfolio of work where 
students complete smaller tasks throughout the course, which are marked internally by staff. There is a smaller 
element of external assessment and so this type of course may be more suitable for those students who find 
revising large quantities of information particularly difficult. It is awarded at four levels. These levels are pass, 
merit, distinction and distinction*. A pass is equivalent to a grade 4 or above at GCSE, with a distinction being 
roughly equivalent to a grade 7. 
 
Both types of qualifications are nationally recognised but students who are looking to study A levels should be 
seeking to gain as many GCSE qualifications as possible. GCSE grades are awarded at 9 to 1, a grade 4 is a 
standard pass and a grade 5 is considered a strong pass by the government.  
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The Core Curriculum 
 
Some courses are compulsory and they are referred to as the core curriculum. The core curriculum is: 

 

English Language All students will study GCSE English Language. 

English Literature All students will study GCSE English Literature. 

Mathematics All students will study GCSE Mathematics. 

Additional Maths The most able students will be given the opportunity to study an additional 

qualification in Algebra. This will be offered as extracurricular (during a 

period 6 one day per week after school). 

Science 

 

 

 

EBacc Subjects 

 

Most students will study GCSE Combined Science, which leads to the award 

of two GCSEs. 

Students with a particular aptitude or interest in science, or who may wish 

to study A Level science in the future, should opt for triple science, which 

leads to three separate GCSEs in biology, chemistry and physics (this will 

count as one of the option choices). 

Students will also need to study one or more subjects from the following 
group, that is made up of geography, history, computer science, German, 
Spanish, French and triple science. 

PSHCE This does not lead to a qualification but contains a wide variety of 

interesting, important and legally required content. 

Core PE 

 

 

 

This does not lead to a qualification but will ensure the students undergo 

some physical activity. It will deliver information about the importance of 

maintaining a healthy, active lifestyle. 
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Optional subjects 
 

Students will need to select three subjects from the open selection that they wish to study in KS4 in order of 
preference. They must also select a couple of reserve subjects, as these may be used where it is not possible 
to offer the students all of their first choices. The EBacc subjects that appear as part of the core curriculum on 
the previous page are repeated here, as some students may wish to study more than one of them. 

 
Although all these subjects are offered, they will only run if sufficient students wish to study them. 

 

GCSE Fine Art 

GCSE Photography & Lens Based Media 

GCSE Art & Design: Textile Design 

GCSE Business 

Level 2 BTEC Tech Award in Enterprise 

Level 2 WJEC Catering & Hospitality 

Level 2 Cambridge National Child Development 

GCSE Citizenship 

GCSE Design & Technology    

GCSE Drama 

GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition 

GCSE Geography 

Level 2 City & Guilds Technical Award in Hair and Beauty 

Level 2 BTEC Tech Award in Health and Social Care 

GCSE History 

   Level 2 OCR Creative iMedia  

Level 2 City & Guilds Technical Award in Digital Technologies 

GCSE Computing 

GCSE Languages (French, German or Spanish) 

GCSE Music 

Level 2 Cambridge National Physical Education 

GCSE Physical Education  

GCSE Religious Studies  

GCSE Triple Science, Biology, Chemistry, Physics   

  

Please ensure that you put them in order of preference when making your choices. 
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The English Baccalaureate (EBacc) 

 
What is it? 

The government introduced this qualification. It recognises student achievement in a group of selected 

subjects, which it deems to be strongly academic and rigorous subjects. The subjects covered by the English 

Baccalaureate or EBacc are English, maths, science, a language, history, computing and geography. Students 

will need to achieve a grade 4 in their core subjects, their chosen language and chosen humanities subject in 

order to gain the English Baccalaureate, although no certificate is issued for this. 

 
Do students need the English Baccalaureate to get into college or university? 

This is a relatively recent innovation, but it is possible that those students who do achieve the English 

Baccalaureate will have an advantage in accessing further and higher education over those that do not in the 

future. However, many vocational careers will not ask for the English Baccalaureate. 

 
Is it compulsory? 

All students will have to follow the English, maths and science elements of the English Baccalaureate. Most will 

also need to select at least one EBacc qualifying subject from the group made up of geography, history, 

computer science, German, Spanish, French and triple science. However, it is not compulsory for students to 

study all aspects of the complete English Baccalaureate.  

 

Pathways 

All students have their own range of talents, ways of learning and interests; they therefore need to be given 

the opportunity to follow a range of courses, which will see them gain as much success as possible. We 

understand and acknowledge that for a minority of our students that geography, history, computer science, 

German, Spanish, French and triple science may not be appropriate. We will be in contact with you after the 

information evening if we feel this is the case for your son/daughter. If however, you are not contacted after 

the evening and are concerned about the impact these choices may have on your son/daughter, please contact 

Mr Dexter at school following the information evening on Thursday 21st November 2019.  
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 How to Choose an Option 

Look at all of the options before you make a decision. 

Do not fall into the trap of believing that some subjects are only for boys and some are only for girls, as this is 
simply not true. 

If you have a firm career idea then choose subjects that you’ll need for the next stage of your journey, the ones 
you need to go into higher education, apprenticeships or jobs with training. 

Ask for help from teachers, careers coordinator, parents/carers, family, or the Adviza service. 

 

Good reasons for choosing a course 
● You are good at the subject 

● You think that you will enjoy the course 

● It fits with your career ideas and plans 

● It goes well with your other choices 

● You are interested in the knowledge and skills it develops 

● It will give you plenty of choice in the future 

● You think you might want to continue studying it after Year 11 

● Your research shows that it will interest you and motivate you to learn 

 

Bad reasons for choosing a course 
● Your friends are doing it 

● People say it’s easy 

● You think it’s a good course for a boy or for a girl  

● Someone else thinks it’s a good idea but you disagree  

● You like the teacher you have now 

● You did not have any time to research your options properly 

● You think there is less writing  
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Why have reserve choices? 
On the options form, students will need to select a subject from the following group, which is made up of 

geography, history, computer science, German, Spanish, French and triple science. In addition, the students 

will need to select a further three option subjects that they wish to study in KS4 in order of preference. They 

must also select a couple of reserve subjects, as these may be used where it is not possible to offer the students 

all of their first choices. We believe this is the correct academic path for the majority of our students. If a small 

number of students have chosen a subject then it will NOT be possible to run this subject. Which subjects run 

and do not run changes every year based upon student demand and while every effort will be made to get a 

student’s first choice, this is not always possible. Some subjects have a maximum number of students per class 

because of health and safety issues. Sometimes it is not possible to allocate all students to a class and so the 

reserve choice is used. 

 

If your son/daughter cannot be given their first choices then you will be contacted and invited to discuss the 

alternatives. 

 

  What if I make a mistake? 
If you submit your completed options form and then realise in September 2020 that you have made a mistake, 

every effort will be made to change your courses. However, the timetable will have been written by then and 

other classes may be full and so sometimes changes are not possible. For these reasons, it is vital that you take 

every opportunity offered to you to make the best and most informed choices that you can now.  

  

  Requests for changes after the end of September cannot normally be accommodated. 
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GCSE Art & Design - Fine Art 

 

Which Teachers teach the course? (Who can I ask to 
find out more?)  
 
Mrs Sutton, Miss Blackman & Mrs Laws  
 
What type of learners are best suited to this course? 
Students who are passionate about all aspects of art 
from drawing, painting, clay, creating & making  
Those with good independent learning skills / self-
motivated 
Students dedicated to spending hours of their time to 
produce work of a high standard. 
 
What skills will this course help students to develop? 
Creativity / Imagination 
Personal responses to themes 
Independent thinking 
Observation 
Drawing /Printmaking 
Photography /Textiles 
Painting /Sculpting 
Composition / presentation 
 
What is the hardest thing about the course? 

  Quantity of work 
  Meeting set deadlines  
Time management 

  High standard of work 
 
What do students enjoy most about this course? 
Experimentation in a huge variety of media 
Exploring their own ideas 
Freedom of expression 
Being creative & flamboyant 

What other subjects would complement this course? 
Any of the arts, English, music, drama, or as a single 
practical option on a timetable of academic subjects   
        
What is the percentage weighting of Coursework & 
exam? 
Coursework is 60% of the final mark  
2 Units / themes to be completed before the 
Christmas holiday in year 11 
Exam is 40% of the final mark  
1 exam paper with a choice of 10 different starting 
points. 
3 months in order to investigate 1 theme 
A 10 hour exam in school over two days to complete a 
final piece. 
 
What Exam board do you use? 
AQA 
 
Progression routes - what further study/employment 
will this course lead to? 
 
A-levels in Art & Design, Fine Art & Photography  
Art Foundation / BTec 
Degree 
Teaching 
100’s of ‘Art’ related jobs 
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GCSE Art & Design – Textile Design 

  

Which Teachers teach the course? (Who can I ask to find 

out more?) 

  

 Mrs Laws, Mrs Sutton & Miss Blackman 

  

What type of learners are best suited to this course? 

Students who have an interest in the creation of designs 

and products for woven, knitted, stitches, printed or 

decorative textiles that might have a function or non-

functional purpose. 

Students that have a love of fashion design and costume 

design. 

Those with good independent learning skills / self-

motivated 

Students dedicated to spending hours of their time to 

produce work of a high standard. 

  

What skills will this course help students to develop? 

Creativity / Imagination 

Personal responses to themes 

Independent thinking 

Observation 

Drawing /Printmaking / Painting 

Photography / Textiles 

Fashion & costume design 

  

What is the hardest thing about the course? 

Quantity of work 

Meeting set deadlines 

Time management 

  High standard of work 

  

What do students enjoy most about this course? 

Experimentation in a huge variety of media 

Exploring their own ideas 

Freedom of expression 

Being creative & flamboyant 

What other subjects would complement this 

course? 

Any of the arts, English, music, drama, or as a 

single practical option on a timetable of 

academic subjects   

        

What is the percentage weighting of 

Coursework & exam? 

Coursework is 60% of the final mark 

2 Units / themes to be completed before the 

Christmas holiday in year 11 

Exam is 40% of the final mark 

1 exam paper with a choice of 10 different 

starting points. 

3 months in order to investigate 1 theme 

A 10 hour exam in school over two days to 

complete a final piece. 

  

What Exam board do you use? 

AQA 

  

Progression routes - what further 

study/employment will this course lead to? 

  

A-levels in Art & Design, Fine Art, Photography 

or Textile design 

Art Foundation / BTec 

Degree 

Teaching 

100’s of ‘Art’ related jobs 
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GCSE Photography & Lens Based Media 

 

Which Teachers teach the course? (Who can I ask to 
find out more?)  
 
Mrs Sutton  
 
What type of learners are best suited to this course? 
Students with a keen eye for composition 
Knowledge of photoshop or similar software 
Students that have a digital camera & a good 
understanding of all the settings 
Students who are keen to go out and take photos in 
lots of different locations 
Independent learning skills / self-motivated 
 
What skills will this course help students to 
develop? 
Creativity / Imagination 
Personal responses to themes 
Independent thinking 
Observation 
Photo manipulation 
Composition / presentation 
Video 
Documentary photography 
Specialist knowledge of cameras / lighting & framing 
 
What is the hardest thing about the course? 

  Quantity of work 
Meeting set deadlines  
Time management 

  High standard of work 
Maintaining high levels of motivation 
Personal organisation 
Knowledge of technology 
 
Additional Costs 
The Art Department has 7 suitable cameras that can 
be used by the students. However, these will likely be 
in high demand if the class is larger than 7. While it is 
not compulsory, we do advise students to purchase 
their own camera, in order to enhance their learning 
experience. These can be purchased second hand for 
approximately £100 or £400 new. We are happy to 
advise parents if your son/daughter is looking to pick 
photography as one of their options.  

 

What do students enjoy most about this course? 
Experimentation & photo manipulation 
Exploring their own ideas 
Freedom of expression 
Being creative & flamboyant 
 
What other subjects would complement this course? 
Any of the arts, English, music, drama, or as a single 
practical option on a timetable of academic subjects.   
        
What is the percentage weighting of Coursework & 
exam? 
Coursework is 60% of the final mark.  
2 Units / themes to be completed before the 
Christmas holiday in year 11 
Exam is 40% of the final mark  
1 exam paper with a choice of 10 different starting 
points. 
3 months in order to investigate 1 theme 
A 10 hour exam in school over two days to complete a 
final piece. 
 
What Exam board do you use? 
AQA 
 
Progression routes - what further study/employment 
will this course lead to? 
A-level Photography 
Art Foundation / Btec 
Degree 
Teaching 
100’s of ‘Art’ related jobs 
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GCSE Business  

 

Which Teachers teach the course? (Who can I ask to 
find out more?) 
 

Mr P McKane 
Mr W Steffert 
Miss D Niven  

 
What type of learners are best suited to this course? 
Marketing and Human Resources requires a "creative" 
set of skills, whereas production and finance require 
more "analytical" skills. Good written communication 
and numeracy skills are a must. 
 
What will I learn? 
You will be introduced to the world of small businesses 
and will look at what makes someone a successful 
business person.  

You will find out how to develop an idea and spot an 
opportunity, and turn that into a successful business. 
You will understand how to make a business effective 
and manage money well. You will also see how the 
world around us affects businesses and the people 
involved. 

You will learn how businesses promote themselves and 
keep their customers happy. You will learn how 
businesses manage both their finances and the people 
who work for them. 

What skills will this course help students to develop? 
Problem Solving, Critical Thinking, Literacy, Numeracy 
and teamwork are just some of the skills you will 
develop on this course, all of which are highly sought 
after by employers. 
 

What is the hardest thing about the course? 
To do well students need to be confident with both 
creative and analytical topics. They also need to possess 
good written skills. 
 
To be able to ‘evaluate’ in the unit 3 exam.  
 
What do students enjoy most about this course? 
As we are all influenced by businesses in our daily lives, 
students mostly enjoy getting an “inside look” at how 
some of their favourite businesses operate, why they 
make the decisions that they do and why some succeed, 
and some fail.  
 
What other subjects would complement this course? 
English and Maths are the most important courses that 
help complement GCSE Business Studies. 
 
What is the percentage weighting of exam units? 
Theme 1: Investigating small business 

Written examination: 1 hour and 30 minutes  
90 marks. 50% of the qualification  

 
Theme 2: Building a business 

Written examination: 1 hour and 30 minutes  
90 marks. 50% of the qualification  
 

What Exam board do you use? 
Pearson Edexcel 
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Level 2 BTEC Tech Award in Enterprise 

 

Which Teachers teach the course? (Who can I ask to 
find out more?) 
 

Mr P McKane 
Miss D Niven  

 
What type of learners are best suited to this course? 
Students who take this course should be hard-working 
and eager to learn. You will require skills such as 
creativity (you will be developing your own business 
idea as part of an assignment) and problem solving. 
Good communication skills and numeracy are 
important for this course.  
 
What skills will this course help students to develop? 
Critical thinking, literacy, numeracy, problem solving, 
team-work and initiative are all important life skills that 
you will likely develop if you commit to this course.  
 
What is the hardest thing about the course? 
¾ of this course is assignment based and therefore an 
ability to adhere to deadlines and use initiative is 
essential for success.  
 
However, the exam element of this course is based on 
finance, which some students may find challenging.  
 

What do students enjoy most about this course? 
Students are able to develop their own business idea as 
part of one of the assignments, which most students 
thoroughly enjoy.  
 
Students that struggle to cope with exam pressure, but 
enjoy independent work and study. 
 
The majority of students enjoy a lot of the content that 
we study in Business, as it relates well to the aspirations 
they have after school. 
 
What other subjects would complement this course? 
English, maths, geography, ICT, and history. 
 
What is the percentage weighting of exam units? 
There are 3 components of study throughout the three-
year course. One of these is exam based, and the other 
two are assignment based.  
 
⅔ of the course is assignment based; ⅓ of the course is 
exam.  

 
What Exam board do you use? 
Edexcel - BTEC 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

14 

Level 2 WJEC Catering & Hospitality  

 

Which Teachers teach the course? (Who can I ask to 

find out more?) 

Mrs Tudor and Mrs Jackson-Jones 

 

What type of learners are best suited to this course? 

People with a passion for food and cooking.  

 

Unit 01 The Hospitality & Catering industry 

This unit aims to introduce the learner to the whole 

Catering industry. Learners will learn food hygiene, 

nutrition as well as catering for those with special 

dietary needs. 

 

Unit 02 Hospitality and Catering in action.  

In this unit students plan to cook 4 dishes on a theme, 

they then make a time plan for two of the dishes and 

the practical exam is the preparation of these dishes. 

This will take place in Year 11, leaving time in Year 10 

to gain a wide range of skills. 

What is the hardest thing about the course? 

There is an exam at the end of the course. 

 

What do students enjoy most about this course? 

Cooking is at the centre of this qualification. 

 

What other subjects would complement this course? 

Maths, English and science. 

              

Exam board:  

WJEC 

 

Final Examination(s) 

Weighting of exam component is 40%.  

 

Number and duration of papers  

1 paper, with a duration of 1 hour 30 mins, completed 

online. 

 

Weighting of controlled assessment component 

60%: 9 hours of controlled coursework, including a 4-

hour practical exam. 

 

Progression routes - what further study/employment 

will this course lead to?  

Level 3 Food science & nutrition - Sandhurst School 

Chef courses at FCOT or Basingstoke; Level 3 BTec 

catering or sports science 
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Level 2 Cambridge National Child Development  

 

Which Teachers teach the course? (Who can I ask to 

find out more?) 

  

Mrs T Brundish 

  

What type of learners are best suited to this course? 

Child development is best suited to learners with a 

genuine interest in children and childcare.  The 

Cambridge National is a new course that enables 

students to understand what is required to teach and 

maintain the development needs of a child from 0-5 

years. Students should therefore be prepared to work 

closely with children to understand their requirements 

for development. 

  

What skills will this course help students to develop? 

The qualification will complement a wide range of 

skills including ICT, anatomy, English and maths. The 

course will expand confidence, social skills and 

parenting skills for the future.   

  

What will students study in this course? 

·         All students will study three mandatory topics 

as follows: Health and well-being for child 

development 

·         Understand the equipment and nutritional 

needs of children from birth to five years 

·         Understand the development norms of a child 

from birth to five years. 

  

What do students enjoy most about this course? 

Independence over what they produce for their 

controlled assessments.  Visiting and interacting with 

nursery age children. Expanding their knowledge of 

pregnancy and birth. Discovering the needs of young 

children and how they reach milestones. 

  

 
 

Exam board: OCR 

 

Final Examination(s) 50% 

R018: Written paper OCR-set and marked 1 hour and 

15 minutes – 80 marks covering: 

·         Family and parenting 

·         Preparation for pregnancy and birth 

·         Physical development 

·         Nutrition and health 

·         Intellectual, social and emotional 

development 

·         Community support 

Two centre assessments - portfolio based: 2X 25% 

R019: Understand the equipment and nutritional 

needs of children from birth to five years 

R020: Understand the development of a child from 

birth to five years 

  

Final marks range from 

D*(Distinction * Level 2) - P1 (Pass level 1) 

  

Progression routes - what further study/employment 

will this course lead to? 

You could progress onto a level 3 child development 

course or Health & Social care. 

Employment or apprenticeship as a Nursery 

Assistant/Nanny 

  

Further development through A levels could lead to 

studying midwifery or working with Early Years 

services.  

 

What other subjects would complement this course? 

English, maths & science to understand concepts and 

cognitive skills. Health & Social Care for developmental 

milestones, drama; building social skills and 

confidence, home economics, understanding child 

nutrition. Art for imaginative and creative play.  
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GCSE Citizenship  

 

Which Teachers teach the course? (Who can I ask to 

find out more?) 

  

Miss C Richardson 

 

Citizenship Studies has the power to motivate and 

enable young people to become thoughtful, active 

citizens.  Students gain a deeper knowledge of 

democracy, government and law, and develop skills to 

create sustained and reasoned arguments, present 

various viewpoints and plan practical citizenship 

actions to benefit society.  They will also gain the 

ability to recognise bias, critically evaluate arguments, 

weigh evidence and look for alternative 

interpretations and sources of evidence, all of which 

are essential skills valued by higher education and 

employers. 

 

Why citizenship?  

Citizenship Studies investigates how the citizen is 

enabled by society to play a full and active part and 

how citizens are empowered to effect change within 

society. Citizenship understanding develops through 

the knowledge of how a society operates and 

functions and its underlying values.  The overarching 

theme is ‘How citizens can try to make a difference’. 

This aim is supported by three content themes: Life in 

modern Britain, Rights and responsibilities and Politics 

and participation.  

Life in modern Britain  

Looks at the makeup and dynamics of contemporary 
society, what it means to be British, as well as the role 
of the media and the UK’s role on the world stage.   

Rights and responsibilities 

Looks at the nature of laws, rights and responsibilities 
within the UK and has a global aspect due to the nature 
of international laws, treaties and agreements by which 
the UK abides. 

 
Politics and participation 

Aims to give the student through an understanding of 
the political process, the knowledge and skills necessary 
to understand how to resolve issues, bring about 
change, and how the empowered citizen is at the heart 
of our society.   

What the course looks like: 

The students will follow the full course GCSE from the 
AQA exam board.  The subject is divided into five core 
themes: 

1. Citizenship skills, processes and methods  
2. Life in modern Britain  
3. Rights and responsibilities  
4. Politics and participation  
5. Active citizenship 
 
The students complete two exams at the end of year 
11.  

It provides students with valuable transferable skills 
and an insight into other subjects such as Law and 
Sociology. 
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GCSE Design & Technology  

 

Which Teachers teach the course? (Who can I ask to 

find out more?) 

Mr W Steffert  and Mr C Salt 

 

What skills will this course help students to develop? 

People with a passion for design, an eye for detail and 

creative skills.  

 

What is the hardest thing about the course?  

The course requires students to have a broad range of 
knowledge related to timber, metals, polymers and 
product design. They must understand that they will 
be tested on this knowledge in an exam. 
 

What do students enjoy most about this course? 

Using their practical skills as part of the coursework.  

 

What other subjects would complement this course? 

Maths, science, English and business studies.  

 

What skills will this course help students to develop? 

In order to make effective design choices students will 

develop core technical knowledge and design 

understanding that consists of:  

 

● New and emerging technologies 

● Energy generation and storage 

● Developments in new materials 

● Systems approach to designing 

● Mechanical devices 

● materials and their working properties  

 

All of this section must be learned and be assessed in 

the final examination.  

Exam board: AQA 

 

Final Examination(s) 

● Written exam: 2 hours  

● 100 marks  

● 50% of the final GCSE grade 

  

Controlled assessments 

● Non-exam assessment (NEA): 30-35 hours 

(approx) 

● 100 marks 

● 50% of the final GCSE grade 

● One controlled assessment task 

 

Progression routes - what further 

study/employment will this course lead to? 

A Level Design & Technology, graphic design, 

architecture and engineering.        
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GCSE Drama 

 

Which Teachers teach the course? (Who can I ask to 

find out more?) 

 

Mr Lovejoy and Mrs Richardson 

 

What skills will this course help students to develop? 

● Acting skills 

● Confidence and communication 

● Knowledge of theatre and performance 
conventions.  

● Group work, organisation, production, leadership 

and creativity. 

● Analysis 

 

What is the hardest thing about the course?  

● Attending rehearsals and committing to group 

work in your own time 

● Preparing for the written exam and adapting to 
the more academic elements of the course 

 

What do students enjoy most about this course? 

•     Creating and devising your own plays 

•     Playing to a live audience   

•    Sharing and being part of a team  

•    Working together, building confidence and new 

friendships. Theatre trips 

 

 

What other subjects would complement this course? 

•      Students often find subjects like RE, History and 

Art complement Drama. Obviously, Music also 

works very well with drama.  

Exam board: AQA 

 

Final Examination(s) 

 

 40% Written exam - 1 paper, 1 hr 45 mins, , 3 

questions: 

● General theatre knowledge            

● A play you have seen  

● A play you have studied 

 

 

Controlled assessments 

60% controlled assessment - 2 performances: 

• 1 devised piece 

• 1 scripted extracts  

 

Progression routes - what further 

study/employment will this course lead to? 

• A Level Drama and Theatre Studies 

• Drama School/University 

• Links with media and other creative subjects like 

Art and Music 

 

What type of learners are best suited to this course? 

• Students will need to be both creative and 

passionate about their drama studies 

• Students who enjoy working both individually and 

in teams to prepare and perform effective drama 

work. 

Students who are able analyse the effectiveness of 

different forms of drama  
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GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition 

 

Which Teachers teach the course? (Who can I ask to 
find out more?) 
 
Mrs Tudor and Mrs Jackson-Jones 
 

What type of learners are best suited to this course? 

People with a passion for nutrition and food science.  

What skills will this course help students to develop? 

They will: 

Demonstrate effective and safe cooking skills by 
planning, preparing and cooking a variety of food 
commodities whilst using different cooking techniques 
and equipment. 
 
Develop knowledge and understanding of the 
functional properties and chemical characteristics of 
food as well as a sound knowledge of the nutritional 
content of food and drinks. 
 
Understand the relationship between diet, nutrition 
and health, including the physiological and 
psychological effects of poor diet and health. 
 
Understand the economic, environmental, ethical and 
cultural influences on food availability, production 
processes, diet and health choices. 
 
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of 
functional and nutritional properties, sensory qualities 
and microbiological food safety considerations when 
preparing, processing, storing, cooking and serving 
food. 
 
Understand and explore a range of ingredients and 
processes from different culinary traditions (traditional 
British and international) to inspire new ideas or 
modify existing recipes. 

What is the hardest thing about the course? 

 

This course is science based. Only 2 hours a month are 

dedicated to practical work. The main part of the 

course is theory and the exam element means all the 

knowledge of nutrition, scientific principles of cooking 

processes, commodities and legal aspects need to be 

learnt.  

 

What do students enjoy most about this course? 

 

Learning the science behind food. 

 

What other subjects would complement this course? 

 

Triple science, maths, English  

             

Exam board: WJEC Eduqas 

 

Final Examination(s) 

 

● 50% weighting of exam component 

● 1 paper, duration 1 hour 45 mins 

 

Controlled assessments 

 

● 50% weighting of controlled assessment 
component 

 
Number of controlled assessments tasks  

● 2 tasks 

Nature of coursework assignments 

● Year 10 scientific report on a food process. 

15%.  

 

● Year 11 Practical exam with associated 

coursework 35%. 

 

Progression routes - what further study/employment 

will this course lead to? 

Level 3 Food science & nutrition at Sandhurst School 

Chef courses at FCOT or Basingstoke; A Level Biology 

& Chemistry. 
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GCSE Geography 

 

Which Teachers teach the course? (Who can I ask to 

find out more?) 

- Miss Lenk (Subject Leader) 

- Miss. Whiting 

- Mr. Marshall 

- Mr. Southwood 

- Mr Agnew  

What type of learners are best suited to this course? 

Those with a passion for the world around them, who 

enjoy a variety of learning styles. 

What skills will this course help students to develop? 

Geography is highly regarded by employers and 

universities because of the variety of skills involved in 

its study from use of ICT to report writing.  By the time 

you complete your GCSE geography course you will 

have knowledge and understanding of: 

- Why our human and physical environments and 

landscapes appear as they are, how they form and 

operate, and how they inter-relate at various scales 

- How and why patterns of human and physical 

features differ from place to place across the earth 

- Differences and inequality within the human world; 

especially the economic, social and political causes of 

inequality and economic development 

- The importance of different spatial scales – global to 

local – and time scales for physical and human 

processes, together with their interactions and 

interdependence 

What is the hardest thing about the course? 

Students have said nothing is really 'hard'. They are 

supported well in all aspects of the course. Papers are 

well structured. 

What do students enjoy most about this course? 

Students who choose GCSE Geography enjoy their 

studies outside the classroom as well as in, because 

there is a compulsory field visit and, following Iceland 

2020, the exciting opportunity of going on the next 

oversees visit in 2022. 

What other subjects would complement this course? 

Geography fits in well with all other subject 

combinations; human geography complements the 

humanities subjects such as history and RE; physical 

geography complements the science subjects. 

Exam board: Edexcel A 

 

Final Examination(s) & Controlled assessments 

The GCSE geography course is made up of three 

examinations; two based on course content 

(approximately 75% of the total GCSE grade) and one 

testing the investigative skills learnt on the field 

visit(approximately 25% of the total GCSE 

grade).  There is no longer any coursework/controlled 

assessment. The fieldwork is a compulsory 

requirement of the course and will involve 2 days of 

fieldwork to a coastal and urban environment. There 

will be an approximate cost of £30 to cover this.  

 

Progression routes - what further study/employment 

will this course lead to? 

Geography is a versatile subject that complements all 

other option choices well and can lead to Level 3 

courses (A Levels / diploma / BTEC) and employment 

linked to: 

- BUSINESS:  Banking, Finance, Retail, 

Marketing, Sales 

- WORKING OUTSIDE:  Land Management, 

Surveying, Military, Flood Protection, Policing, 

Volcanology, Geology 

- PLANNING: Town, Environment or Transport 

Planning 

- JOURNALISM:  Reporting, Travel Photography 

- CHARITY WORK: Aid work, Disaster Relief 

Management 

- CONSERVATION: Environmental Consultancy, 

Marine Biology, Ecology, Zoology, 

Oceanography 

- OTHER: Teaching, Environmental Law, 

Property 

Geographers are also highly employable. Whatever 

your passion for the world - fascination with 

landscapes or concerns about inequality - geography 

will provide you with knowledge and transferable 

skills that will reward you personally and advance you 

professionally. 



 

21 

 

Level 2 City & Guilds Technical Award in Hair and Beauty 

 

Which Teachers teach the course? (Who can I ask to 
find out more?) 
● Mrs Cockroft 
 
What type of learners are best suited to this course? 
● Students need an interest in the hair and beauty 

aspects of the course  
● Students who like to work in a way that develops 

real-life skills  
 
What skills will this course help students to 
develop? 
● Customer service and customer care  
● Communication skills  
● A range of hair and beauty related skills that 

would provide a good foundation for further 
study or employment in this  

 
What is the hardest thing about the course? 
● The hardest thing about this course is being 

prepared to work with others  
 
What do students enjoy most about this course? 
● The practical skills that are learnt  
● The chance to explore an area in which they 

already have an interest  
● The assignments as they involve interesting 

topics to research  
 
What other subjects would complement this course? 
● Art, textiles due to the creativity skills  
● Catering & Hospitality, Travel & Tourism due to 

the customer service aspects  
● Science links well because of the topics on 

anatomy, physiology and chemicals. 

Exam board: City & Guilds 
Final Examination(s) 
Ongoing Practical Controlled Assessment and 
examination. 
 
Progression routes - what further 
study/employment will this course lead to? 
● Progress to higher level training, such as Level 2 

& 3 in Hair or Level 2 in Beauty Therapy full 
course 

● Apprenticeship or employment in the Beauty 
and  Hairdressing industry 

● Higher Education at Level 3 or other post-16 
courses A-Level equivalent 

The course is made up of a variety of different units, 
combining both practical and theory work.  
 
All 3 units are compulsory 
 
Unit 201: Exploring the world of hair and beauty 
Unit 202: Science of hair and beauty 
Unit 203: Design in the hair and beauty sector 
 
Assessment 
001: Synoptic Assignment  
002/502: Theory Exam  
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Level 2 BTEC Tech Award in Health and Social Care 

 

Which Teachers teach the course? (Who can I ask to 
find out more?) 
● Mrs Hawksworth, Mrs Marrs & Mrs Reeves 
 
What type of learners are best suited to this course? 
The course in Health and Social Care is for learners 
who wish to acquire knowledge, understanding and 
technical skills through vocational contexts as part of 
their Key Stage 4 learning. The qualification recognises 
the value of learning skills, knowledge and vocational 
attributes to complement GCSEs.  

 
What skills will this course help students to 
develop? 
The qualification will broaden the learner’s experience 
and understanding of the varied progression options 
available to them.  

 
What is the hardest thing about the course? 
Developing good communication & analytical skills 
through your written reports.  
 
What do students enjoy most about this course? 
The ability to research & discuss new topics. Working 
both individually and as part of a group.  
 
What other subjects would complement this course? 
This course builds on and uses the knowledge and 
skills you learn in your GCSEs, such as English. It will 
complement the more theoretical aspects covered by 
GCSE Biology, PE & Child Development. 

Exam board:  
● Btec Pearsons 

 
Final Examination(s) & Controlled assessments 

● Component 1: Human Lifespan Development                                                         

● Component 2: Health and Social Care Services 

and Values                        

●  Component 3: Health and Wellbeing  
 
Progression routes - what further 
study/employment will this course lead to? 
 
• A Levels as preparation for entry into higher 

education in a range of subjects 

• Study of a vocational qualification at Level 3, 
such as a BTEC National in Health and Social 
Care, which prepares to enter employment 
or apprenticeships, or to move on to higher 
education by studying a degree in aspects of 
health or social care.  
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GCSE History  

 

Which Teachers teach the course? (Who can I ask to 
find out more?) 
 
Miss Niven (Subject Leader) 
Mr Bronkhorst 
Mr Dexter  
Mrs Hooper 
Mr Wilton 

What type of learners are best suited to this 
course? 
History is a demanding subject that is very 
rewarding. It is best suited to those who have a 
passion for learning about the past and how it 
impacts on the present and future. If you enjoy 
challenging yourself and are persuasive and 
analytical in your arguments, then History is for you.  
 
What skills will this course help students to 
develop? 
● Extended writing 
● Persuasive and analytical thinking 
● A deep understanding of the circumstances 

behind problems facing the world today 
● Construction of balanced arguments based on 

evidence  
● Judgement and analysis of sources 

 
What is the hardest thing about the course? 
There are two challenging aspects to History: 

1. The ability to memorise historical dates and 
events 

2. The ability to write extended responses. 
Your teacher will work with you to come up with 
strategies to overcome each obstacle.  
 
What do students enjoy most about this course? 
Most of all, students enjoy the fascinating content 
we cover: the end of WWII and the beginning of the 
Cold War, the building of and the destruction of the 
Berlin Wall, the treatment of African Americans in 
the Deep South and their journey to political 
freedom, the use of chemical warfare in the jungles 
of Vietnam and the tactics used by the VietCong 
against the USA and how weapons evolved from 
swords to nuclear warheads over the span of 800 
years. 

What other subjects would complement this course? 
Geography 
Citizenship 
Religious Studies 

English 

 

Exam board: Edexcel  

Throughout the year, we study four topics, which are 
assessed in three examinations. 
 
Final Examinations 
Paper 1 – Warfare Through Time: 1250 - the Present 

Paper 1 is worth 30% of your GCSE grade. 
Paper 2 - Anglo Saxon and Norman England, 1060 - 1088, 
and Superpower Relations and Cold War, 1941 - 1991  

Paper 2 is worth 40% of your GCSE grade.  
Paper 3 - The USA, 1954 - 1975: Conflict at Home and 
Abroad  

Paper 3 is worth 30% of your GCSE grade  
 

Progression routes - what further study/employment 
will this course lead to? 
History at GCSE is viewed as a strong subject by all the 
top sixth form colleges and universities and is described 
as a facilitating subject that they like to see on 
applications from students. You don’t therefore have to 
go on to study History at sixth form for it to be a useful 
GCSE for you to take. History can be a career choice in 
itself in terms of courses in Higher Education but also in 
a range of occupations where the skills and 
understanding developed in a History course is valued. 
These professions include journalism, politics, law, 
teaching, The Services and the Police Force. There are 
also careers where some specific Historical knowledge 
and understanding is required. In History you develop 
widely regarded skills in the analysis of evidence and the 
ability to communicate in a concise and logical style. 
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Level 2 OCR Creative iMedia   

 

Which Teachers teach the course? (Who can I ask to 

find out more?) 

 

Mrs Anderson /Mrs Forrest  

 

Who is this qualification for? 

 

This qualification will assess the application of creative 

media skills through their practical use.  They will 

provide essential knowledge, transferable skills and 

tools to improve your learning in other subjects with 

the aim of enhancing employability when you leave 

education. 

 

What type of learners are best suited to this course? 

 

Need to be committed, motivated and well organised 

to be a successful learner.  

 

Students need an interest in the subject and have 

some background knowledge in the area.  

 

What knowledge and skills will the student develop 

as part of this qualification and how might these be 

of use and value in further studies?  

 

The qualification develops the following knowledge, 

understanding and skills:  

● Pre-production skills 

● Creating Digital Graphics 

● Creating a Multipage website 

● Creating  interactive multimedia products 

Research, planning and review, working with others 

and communicating creative concepts effectively.  You 

will create fit for purpose creative media products 

 

 

 

What is the hardest thing about the course? 

 

Make sure that you are organised throughout the 

course, sticking to deadlines that are set and 

ensuring your work is of a continuously good 

standard. You need to ensure that you keep up-to-

date with missed lessons and homework is 

submitted on time.  

 

Exam board: OCR 

 

Final Examination(s) 

 

Pass/Merit/Distinction and Distinction* in all units 

 

Progression routes - what further 

study/employment will this course lead to? 

 

Your understanding and skills can be developed 

further through progression to other qualifications. 

 

● Sixth form  

● Employment/Apprenticeship  

● most jobs require knowledge of general IT skills  

● openings in web design and media with this 

qualification.  

 

Which subjects will complement this course? 

 

GCSEs in Computer Science, English and maths.  

 

Assessment Requirements 

● Pre-production skills - Theory exam 60 

marks 

● Creating Digital Graphics - Approx 10 hours 

centre assessed task - 60 marks 

● Creating a Multipage website - Approx. 10 

hours centre assessed task - 60 marks 

● Creating  interactive multimedia products -

Approx. 10 hours centre assessment task - 

60 marks 
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Level 2 BTEC Level 2 Award in Digital Information Technology  

 

Which Teachers teach the course? (Who can I ask to 

find out more?) 

 

Mrs Anderson  /Mrs Forrest 

 

Who is this qualification for? 

 

This qualification is for learners who wish to acquire 

knowledge and technical skills through vocational 

contexts by studying knowledge, understanding ans 

skills related to data management, data interpretation, 

data presentation and data protection as part of their 

KS4 learning.   

 

What type of learners are best suited to this course? 

 

Need to be committed, motivated and well organised 

to be a successful learner.  

 

Students need an interest in the subject and have 

some background knowledge in the area.  

 

What knowledge and skills will the student develop 

as part of this qualification and how might these be 

of use and value in further studies?  

 

The qualification covers: 

● Development of key skills that prove their 

aptitude in digital information technology such 

as project  planning, design and creation of 

user interfaces 

● Processes that underpin effective ways of 

working such as project planning, design 

processes, cyber security virtual teams, legal 

and ethical codes of conduct.  

● knowledge that underpins effective use of 

skills, processes and attitudes in the sector 

such as how different user interfaces meet 

user needs, how organisations collect and use 

data to make decisions, virtual workplaces, 

cyber security and legal and ethical issues. 

● Plan, design and implement databases to 

store and analyse data 

 

What is the hardest thing about the course? 

 

Make sure that you are organised throughout the 

course, sticking to deadlines that are set and 

ensuring your work is of a continuously good 

standard. You need to ensure that you keep up-to-

date with missed lessons and homework is 

submitted on time.  

 

Exam board: Pearsons BTEC 

 

Final Examination(s) 

 

Pass/Merit/Distinction and Distinction* in all units 

 

Progression routes - what further 

study/employment will this course lead to? 

 

Your understanding and skills can be developed 

further through progression to other qualifications. 

 

● Sixth form  

● BTEC L3 

● Employment  

● most jobs require knowledge of general IT skills  

● openings in administration posts working with 

design of user interfaces and data handling  

 

Which subjects will complement this course? 

 

GCSEs in Computer Science, English and maths.  

 

Assessment Requirements 

 

To achieve the qualification, candidates will 

complete the three units of work 

 

1. Exploring User interface Design Principles 

and Project planning Techniques 

2. Collecting, presenting and interpreting data 

3. Effective Digital Working Practices  
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GCSE Computing 

 

Which Teachers teach the course? (Who can I ask to 

find out more?) 

Mrs Anderson & Mrs Forrest 

 

What types of learners are best suited to the course? 

● Committed, motivated and well organised 

learners. 

● Students with an interest and some background 

knowledge in the subject. 

Content Overview 
 

Component 01: Computer systems 

Introduces students to the central processing unit 

(CPU), computer memory and storage, wired and 

wireless networks, network topologies, system security 

and system software. It also looks at ethical, legal, 

cultural and environmental concerns associated with 

computer science.  

 

Component 02: Computational thinking, algorithms 

and programming 

Students apply knowledge and understanding gained in 

Component 01. They develop skills and understanding 

in computational thinking: algorithms, programming 

techniques, producing robust programs, computational 

logic, translators and data representation. The skills 

and knowledge developed within this component will 

support the learner when completing the Component 

03 programming project.  

 

Programming Project  

Students use OCR assessment tasks to demonstrate 

their practical ability in the skills developed in 

components 01 and 02. In a controlled environment 

they will, define success criteria from a given problem, 

and then create suitable algorithms to achieve success 

criteria. Students then code their solutions in a suitable 

programming language, and check its functionality 

using a suitable and documented test plan.  

Exam Board: OCR J277 

 

Progression Routes: 

6th form: A level Computing  

 

Why study this course?  

The Computer Science GCSE is engaging and practical, 

encouraging creativity and problem solving. It 

encourages students to develop their understanding 

and application of the core concepts in computer 

science. Students also analyses problems in 

computational terms and devise creative solutions be 

designing, writing, testing and evaluating programs.  

 

The course provides an excellent foundation for 

anyone wishing to start a career in Computer 

Programing and also progression routes to A level.  

 

Assessment Overview: 

 

Component 01:  

● 80 Marks 

● 1 hour 30 min exam 

● Worth 50% of final grade 

 

Component 02:  

● 80 Marks 

● 1 hour 30 min exam 

● Worth 50% of final grade 

 

Programming Project - not assessed but must be 

completed to gain the qualification - the contents of 

this project will be assessed in Component 2  
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GCSE Languages  

 

Which Teachers teach the course? (Who can I ask to 
find out more?) 
 
● Mr Doree (German) 
● Miss McGeever (French)  
● Mr Montero (Spanish) 
 
What type of learners are best suited to this course? 
Those who are interested in languages, who enjoy 
speaking the languages and like interactive lessons. 
Confidence is a help, but is usually developed by 
studying a language. Students who enjoy working with 
others and enjoy finding out about other cultures.  

 
What skills will this course help students to develop? 
Communication, writing and speaking in both the 
foreign language and their own language.  

 
What is the hardest thing about the course? 
Learning a lot of new vocabulary, keeping to deadlines 
and getting used to regularly learning new ideas, and 
vocabulary, slowly building fluency and accuracy and a 
range of phrases.  

 
What do students enjoy most about this course? 
The interactive activities, games, speaking the 
language, using DVDs and music to help learn new 
vocabulary and ideas, etc.  

 
What other subjects would complement this course? 
History, Geography, Business Studies, English in 
particular. 

 

EXAM BOARD: AQA 
 
Theme 1 – Identity and culture 
Theme 2 – Areas of interest 
Theme 3 – Current and future study and employment 
 
Listening exam  

35 mins (f) – 25% of GCSE 
              45 mins (h) – 25% of GCSE 
 
Speaking exam 
               7-9 mins  (f) – 25% of GCSE 
               10-12 mins (h) - 25% of GCSE 
 
Reading exam  
                45 mins (f) - 25% of GCSE 
                60 mins (h) - 25% of GCSE 
 
Writing exam  
                60 mins (f) - 25% of GCSE 
                75 mins (h) - 25% of GCSE 
 
 
Progression routes - what further study/employment 
will this course lead to? 
● A Level in French, German, Spanish and University 

Degree/perhaps combined with another subject 
e.g. Business, History etc.  

● Jobs in Teaching, Business (representing a 
company), Leisure Industry, Restaurant and Hotels, 
as Interpreters and Translators, Media, Tourism - 
any job in France, Germany and Spain etc.  
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GCSE Music  

 

Which Teachers teach the course? (Who can I ask to find 

out more?) 

Mrs Charles and Miss Oxenham 

 

What type of learners are best suited to this course? 

All types of learners can opt to take this course although 

it is vital that students understand the need to be able to 

play a musical instrument (or sing) to be successful.  

 

What skills will this course help students to develop? 

You will learn how to improve your performing and 

composing skills through the many practical tasks you 

will complete.  

You will also learn how to analyse music in a variety of 

styles.  

 

What is the hardest thing about the course? 

For some people it's having the confidence to perform in 

front of others but this certainly gets easier with time 

and experience. 

 

 For others, it's composing music but you’ll get lots of 

help and ideas from the topics we study. 

 

Students should also be aware that there is a music 

theory element to this course. 

 

 

What do students enjoy most about this course? 

 

Students love the practical nature of the course, getting 

to collaborate with other students in the class and 

complete regular performing and composing tasks. 

  

What other subjects would complement this course? 

Drama 

 

 

Exam board: AQA 

 

Units 

Unit 1 – Understanding Music 40% of total GCSE 

(Exam) 

1 Listening exam (1hr 30mins) based on 4 Areas of 

Study which we will cover over the two years. 

 

Unit 2 – Performing Music 30% of total GCSE 

(Controlled Assessment Coursework) 

2 Performances – 1 Solo and 1 Ensemble/Group 

We do lots of practice over the two years and your 

best performances from each category will be 

recorded and marked for submission.  

 

Unit 3 – Composing Music 30% of total GCSE 

(Controlled Assessment Coursework) 

2 Compositions – One to a genre specific brief set 

by the exam board (based on one of the four Areas 

of Study) and one free composition. Both 

compositions will be accompanied by a log that 

justifies the choices made in their compositions. 

 

Progression routes - what further 

study/employment will this course lead to? 

•       You can go on to study music at AS and A2 

Level  

•       Your Performing skills will give you confidence 

in presenting to an audience - useful if you intend 

to pursue, for example drama or law.  

•       You might also wish to study A Level Music 

Technology. 

 

Note: Students considering Music as a GCSE option 

need to be aware that there is an expectation that 

you will be able to play an instrument for the 

performance elements of the course. Should you 

have any queries regarding this you should discuss 

this with your music teacher.  
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Level 2 Cambridge National Physical Education 

 

Which Teachers teach the course? (Who can I ask to 

find out more?) 

● Mr King 

● Mrs Evans 

● Mr Martin 

● Mr Bell 

● Mrs Davis 

 

What types of learners are best suited to this course? 

Students who are interested in a range of different 

sports. 

Students who find revising and taking exams more 

difficult  

 

What skills will this course help students to develop? 

Skills learnt to include how the body works, sport in 

society and organisational and coaching skills 

 

What is the hardest thing about the course? 

Completing all the written assignments to target grade 

Learning the unit content for the exam 

 

What do students enjoy most about this course? 

The course has both a theoretical and practical 

element 

Learning about a range of different activities 

 

What other subjects would complement this course? 

Science especially Human Biology support the 

theoretical element of BTEC Sport 

Exam board:  

•             OCR 

 

Coursework/controlled assessments 

% weighting of coursework/controlled assessment 

component  

25% of course externally assessed through on-line 

exam 

75% assessed internally through written assignments 

 

Number of controlled assessments/coursework 

tasks completed and number submitted  

4 Units of work to be completed with a range of 

assignments in each unit to be completed. 

 

Progression routes - what further  

study/employment will this course lead to? 

 

A Level/BTEC Level 3 courses in Sport 

Sports coaching, PE Teaching, Fitness instructor, 

physiotherapist, sports development and provision 
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GCSE Physical Education   

 

Which Teachers teach the course? (Who can I ask to find 

out more?) 

● Mr King  

● Mrs Evans 

● Mr Martin  

● Mr Bell 

● Mrs Davis 

● Miss Montgomery 

 

What types of learners are best suited to this course? 

● Students who are interested in a range of 

different sports 

● Students who succeed in Science – there is a 

strong link between PE theory and Biology 

● Students who can cope with theory exams as well 

as practical coursework  

 

What skills will this course help students to develop? 

● Skills learnt to include how the body works, sport 

in society and organisational and coaching skills 

 

What is the hardest thing about the course? 

● The theoretical element leading to the written 

exam 

● Scoring highly in the three practical activities 

moderated 

 

What do students enjoy most about this course? 

● The course has both a theoretical and practical 

element 

● Learning about a range of different activities 

 

What other subjects would complement this course? 

● Science especially Human Biology support the 

theoretical element of GCSE PE 

 

  Exam board:  

● Edexcel 

Final Examination(s) 

% weighting of exam component –  

● 60% Written exam 

 

Number and duration of papers –  

● Two written papers each 1hr 30 minutes 

 

Coursework/controlled assessments 

% weighting of coursework/controlled assessment 

component  

● 40% practical assessment 

 

Number of controlled assessments/coursework 

tasks completed and number submitted  

● Personal Exercise Plan as part of practical 

assessment 

 

Progression routes - what further 

study/employment will this course lead to? 

● A Level/BTEC Level 3 courses in Sport 

● Sports coaching, PE Teaching, Fitness 

instructor 

● Physiotherapy, sports development and 

provision  
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GCSE Religious Studies  

 

Which Teachers teach the course? (Who can I ask to find 

out more?) 

 

•             Mrs Lovejoy 

•             Miss J Jones  

•             Ms S Hunt  

 

What type of learners are best suited to this course? 

•     Students who enjoy exploring and discussing modern 

issues like abortion, racism, euthanasia, sexism, and 

human rights. 

•    Auditory learners - students good at listening and 

discussion.  

•    Students with sound literacy skills as the exam 

involves essay writing.  

•     Students who are interested in other cultures and 

religious views. 

  

What skills will this course help students to develop? 

•     Empathy and understanding of other points of view 

and understanding of religious points of view.  

•     Provide opportunities for students to engage with 

questions of belief, value, meaning, purpose, truth, and 

their influence on human life  

• Challenge students to reflect on and develop their own 

values, beliefs and attitudes in the light of what they 

have learnt and contribute to their preparation for adult 

life in a pluralistic society and global community  

 

What is the hardest thing about the course? 

• The written work is quite demanding. Students must be 

willing and able to revise a fair amount of information.  

 

What do students enjoy most about this course? 

• Discussing a diverse range of moral issues such as 

extremism, human rights, death penalty, gender identity 

and becoming informed about events around the world.  

  

What other subjects would complement this course? 

• History, geography, science  

                 

Examination Board and Specification 

● Eduqas (WJEC) Route A  

 

Assessment 

● 100 % exam course - three papers ;  

 

Component 1: Two hour written exam worth 50% 

Religious, philosophical and ethical studies in the 

modern world 

 

a) Issue of relationships 

b) Issues of life and death 

c) Issues of good and evil 

d) Issues of human rights  

 

Component 2: One hour written exam worth 25% 

 

Study of Christianity  

 

a) Beliefs and teachings 

b) Practices  

 

Component 3: One hour written exam worth 25% 

 

Study of a world faith - Judaism  

 

a) Beliefs and teachings 

b) Practices 

 

 

Progression routes - what further study/employment 

will this course lead to? 

● Studies at A Level  

● RE - Philosophy and Ethics  

● Sociology  

● Law  

● Citizenship  

● Government and Politics  

● Career: Public Services - Police, Nursing, 

Social Work, Teaching, Solicitors, Journalism, 

Civil Service.  
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Which teachers teach the course? Who can I ask to find 

out more?) 

A specialist teacher in each subject would teach you. 

To find out more, ask Mr Heslop or your science teacher.  

 

What type of learners are best suited to this course? 

Learners who have an interest in the finer details of 

Biology, Chemistry and Physics and who may wish to 

study a science subject at A-Level (not essential) and 

possibly then to degree level. Students must be self-

motivated, independent learners and able to express 

themselves fully in written examinations. Students 

should be able to demonstrate a track record of good 

effort and achievement throughout Key Stage 3.  

 

What skills will this course help students to develop? 

•             Practical skills and understanding 

•             Communication - written and verbal 

•             Maths skills 

•             Team work  

•             Independent learning/meeting deadlines  

•             Completing exams with full, detailed answers  

•             Data processing and analysis  

•             Making evidence-based conclusions 

•             Evaluation of economic and social issues  

•             Working Scientifically skills  

 

What is the hardest thing about the course? 

There is extra content to be covered in more depth 

compared to Combined Science, and the grade 

boundaries tend to be slightly higher. Therefore, there is 

a higher level of academic challenge and regular 

independent study is more important. All science exams 

will be at the end of Year 11 so students must ensure 

they plan revision appropriately (throughout the course) 

to ensure they do themselves justice.  

What do students enjoy most about this course? 

Most students who choose triple science already 

have an interest in science and a desire to 

study/work in a scientific field, so students enjoy 

exploring scientific ideas, and how they are 

applied, in greater depth. Students also enjoy 

hands-on practical investigations, higher level of 

challenge, deeper understanding of science and 

how it links to the modern world, developing 

transferable skills.  

 

What other subjects would complement this 

course? 

All subjects would complement this course, but 

there would be strong links to geography, design 

& technology, PE, computing, catering/food. 

 

Exam board: AQA 

Final Examination(s) 

For each of the three sciences: 2 x 1 hour 45 min 

exams worth 50% each. 

Coursework/controlled assessments: N/A 

Progression routes - what further 

study/employment will this course lead to? 

A levels in Biology, Chemistry and/or Physics. 

Careers in Medicine, Engineering, 

Pharmaceuticals, Forensics, Architecture, Sports 

Science, Agriculture, Education, etc. 

As this option requires a greater level of academic 

ability and work ethic it is well regarded and 

therefore allows progression onto non-science 

courses too. 

 

 


